TOWN OF LEYDEN
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Annual Town Mee_fing

Monday, June 1, 2026, at 6:00 PM
At Leyden Town Hall - 16 West Leyden Road

Moderator: John “Jack” Golden

Town Clerk: George Stephan

Select Board: Katherine DiMatteo and Jeffrey Baker -

Finance Committee: Ginger Robinson (Chair), Carolyn Asbury, Pam Brown, Paul
Hake and Nate Messer

Town Coordinator: Michele Giarusso

Counsel: Donna MacNicol, Esq.

Pursuant to a warrant signed by the Select Board on May 18t, 2026, delivered and
posted by the Constable Juliani, Moderator Jack Golden called the meeting to order
at 6:03 PM. In attendance were eighty-one (81) registered voters and seven (7)
guests, Town Counsel, Pioneer Valley Regional School District Superintendent, and
Franklin County Technical School Superintendent included.

Before addressing the articles on the warrant, the Moderator gave attendees time to
review and familiarize themselves with its contents. He also provided procedural
instructions for the meeting and announced a 2-minute time limit for speakers.

Additionally, before consideration of the warrant articles, the Moderator requested
nominations for a temporary moderator to preside over the article concerning the
Broadband budget. As the Moderator serves as the Municipal Light Plant Manager
and oversees the Broadband budget, a temporary moderator was needed to avoid a
conflict of interest during consideration of that article.

A motion was made by Tom Luck and seconded by Sharon Fontaine to nominate
Katherine DiMatteo as temporary moderator.

The Moderator called for a voice vote. The motion passed unanimously. Katherine
DiMatteo was appointed to serve as Temporary Moderator for Article 21 - 24.

ARTICLE 1 -

The motion was made by Katherine DiMatteo and seconded Michele Giarusso to see
if the Town will vote to act upon the reports of the Town Officers and Committees as
contained in the Annual Town Report for FY 2025, and to hear a report from the
Select Board and Finance Committee Chair regarding the FY27 Town Budget or take
any vote or votes in relation thereto.
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The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously and was
declared adopted.

ARTICLE 2 - CONSENT VOTE ON ANNUALLY RECURRING ARTICLES

The motion was made by Katherine DiMatteo and seconded Michele Giarusso to see
if the Town will vote by consent articles three thru eight (3 - 8) or take any vote or
votes in relation thereto.

The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously and was
declared adopted.

ARTICLE 3 - CONSENT

To see if the Town will vote to set the stipend compensation for the elected officials
who receive compensation from the Town as provided by M.G.L. c41, §108 to be
made effective from July 1, 2026, as contained in the budget or take any vote or
votes in relation thereto.

The article passed as per article 2 consent vote.

ARTICLE 4 - CONSENT

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer to enter into compensating
balance agreements during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026, as permitted by
M.G.L. c44, §53F, or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.

The article passed as per article 2 consent vote.

ARTICLE 5 - CONSENT

To see if the Town will vote to authorize all Town departments, boards, and
committees to apply for any new state or federal grants and authorize the Select
Board to accept, approve and to expend such grants. Any grant requiring matching
funds will be subject to appropriation at a Town Meeting or take any vote or votes in
relation thereto.

The article passed as per article 2 consent vote.

ARTICLE 6 - CONSENT

To see if the Town will vote to accept the Library Incentive Grant, Municipal
Equalization Grant, and the Non-Resident Circulation Grant (state aid award) and to
transfer those sums to the Robertson Memorial Library account for expenditures or
take any vote or votes in relation thereto.

The article passed as per article 2 consent vote.

ARTICLE 7 - CONSENT

To see if the Town will vote to accept any sum of money that may be granted by the
Quintus Allen Trust Fund, and to appropriate such funds for equipment, activities
and supplies for the benefit of Leyden children, or take any vote or votes in relation
thereto.
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Quintus Allen was an original trustee of the Greenfield Savings Bank. Upon his
death in 1884, he established a trust fund to be used for education-related
expenses in Colrain, Gill, Leyden, and Shelburne. The interest earned by the
Trust is distributed to those towns each year.

The article passed as per article 2 consent vote.

ARTICLE 8 - CONSENT

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to accept and expend
without further appropriation any monies, which may be made available from the
Commonwealth through the Massachusetts Department of Transportation for
improvements to Town roads, or take any vote or votes relative thereto.

The article passed as per article 2 consent vote.

ARTICLE 9 - AUDIT FUND

The motion was made by Ginger Robinson and seconded Sharon Fontaine to see if
the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000.00 to the Audit
Expenses account or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.

The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously and was
declared adopted.

ARTICLE 10 - HIGHWAY STABILIZATION

The motion was made by Ginger Robinson and seconded Sharon Fontaine to see if
the Town will vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $50,000.00 to the Highway
Capital Stabilization Fund for savings towards a replacement for the aging
Freightliner truck or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.

The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously and was
declared adopted.

ARTICLE 11 - HIGHWAY BUILDING IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

The motion was made by Ginger Robinson and seconded Emily Yazwinski to see if
the Town will vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $43,500.00 to the Highway
Building Improvement Projects account for installation of a ventilation system
($20,000), roof for container building ($15,000), and repair of salt shed ($8,500) or
take any vote or votes in relation thereto.

The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously and was
declared adopted. '

ARTICLE 12 - FIRE STABILIZATION

The motion was made by Ginger Robinson and seconded Emily Yazwinski to see if
the Town will vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $30,000.00 to the Fire
Department Stabilization account for a future new vehicle or take any vote or votes
in relation thereto.
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The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously and was
declared adopted.

ARTICLE 13 - POLICE STABILIZATION

The motion was made by Ginger Robinson and seconded Emily Yazwinski to see if
the Town will vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $15,000 to the Police
Capital Stabilization account per the Intermunicipal Agreement or take any vote or
votes in relation thereto.

The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously and was
declared adopted.

ARTICLE 14 - TRANSFER FUNDS TO GENERAL STABILIZATION

The motion was made by Ginger Robinson and seconded Michele Giarusso to see if
the Town will vote to transfer $35,887.26 from Free Cash to the General
Stabilization account or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.

The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously and was
declared adopted. ‘

ARTICLE 15 - ASSESSORS STABILIZATION TRANSFER

The motion was made by Ginger Robinson and seconded Sharon Fontaine to see if
the Town will vote to transfer $11,549.00 from the Assessors Stabilization account
to the General Stabilization account, or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.

The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously by the 2/3
required majority and was declared adopted.

ARTICLE 16 - REVOLVING ACCOUNTS

The motion was made by Ginger Robinson and seconded Emily Yazwinski to see if
the Town will vote to fix the maximum amount that may be spent during fiscal year
2027 beginning on July 1, 2026 for the revolving funds established in the town by-
laws for certain departments, board, committees, agencies, or officers in accordance
with the provisions of G.L. c44, §53E%;, as most recently amended, or take any other
action thereon or in relation thereto

Recreation Fees Collected for |Recreation Recreation 52,000 Balance Available | FY27
Committee Recreation Committee Committee Expenses for Expenditure
Revolving Account |Committee Events 52400
IAnimal Control Fees Collected for JAnimal Control IAnimal Control 55,000 Balance Available | FY27
Officer Revolving  [citations, Officer Expenses for Expenditure
Account licenses and 5670

registration
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Fire Safety Fees Collected for |Fire Chief or Pay for the Safety 52,000 Balance Available | FY27
Inspections Safety Designee Inspection Services for Expenditure
Revolving Account |Inspections by the 5885
Fire Department
Planning Board Fees collected Planning Board Planning Board 53,000 Balance Available | FY27
Revolving Account [from applications advertising expenses for Expenditure
requiring public $1991
hearings, copies
of bylaws
IAgricultural Fees collected for |Agricultural Agricultural $2,000 Balance Available | FY27
Commission fines or Commission Commission for Expenditure
Revolving Account |Agricultural expenses 5929
Commission
events
East Hill Cemetery [Fees collected for [Select Board or East Hill Cemetery 55,000 Balance Available | FY27
Commission burial plots or Designee Expenses for Expenditure
Revolving Account |donations S2
ZBA Revolving Fees collected ZBA ZBA Advertising 51,000 Balance Available | FY27
Account from applications expenses for Expenditure
requiring S0
The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously and was
declared adopted.
ARTICLE 17 - FRANKLIN COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL BUDGET
The motion was made by Katherine DiMatteo and seconded Jerry Levine to see if the
Town will vote to raise and appropriate $160,837.28 for Leyden’s assessment of the
Franklin County Technical School FY27 Operating Budget or take any vote or votes
in relation thereto.
Franklin County
Technical School FY26 FY27
303-5320 Operating Budget 122,418.00 158,433.00 29.42% 36,015.00
303-5820 Capital 2,424.13 2,404.28 -0.82% -19.85
Subtotal FCTS 124,842.13 160,837.28 28.83% 35,995.15

The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously and was
declared adopted. :

ARTICLE 18 - PIONEER VALLEY REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET

The motion was made by Ginger Robinson and seconded Sharon Fontaine to see if
the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,005,170.00 for Leyden’s assessment
of the Pioneer Valley Regional School District FY 27 operating budget and transfer
from Free Cash $13,955.00 for capital expense for a total of $1,019,125.00 or take
any vote or votes in relation thereto.
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$1,005,170.00 Raise and Appropriate
13,995.00 Free Cash
$1,019,125.00 Total

Pioneer Valley
Regional School FY26 FY27
Operating
301-5320 Budget +894,772.00 1,005,170.00 12.34% 110,398.00
301-5820 Capital PVRSD -~ 3,105.00 13,955.00 349.44% 10,850.00
Subtotal PVRS 897,877.00 1,019,125.00 13.50% 121,248.00

The motion was discussed and debated. Several voters in attendance spoke in
support and against the motion.

Motion was made by John Higgins and seconded by Jim Brodeur to Call the
Question. The moderator called for a voice vote. Call the Question passed.

The moderator called for a vote. The article passed by a show of voter cards, 47 yes, 27
no votes.

ARTICLE 19 - LEYDEN OPERATING BUDGET

The motion was made by Ginger Robinson and seconded Sharon Fontaine to see if
the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum
or sums in accordance with the proposed budget to defray the operating expenses of
the town for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2027, or take any action related thereto.

- A motion was made by Ginger Robinson and seconded by Carolyn Asbury to
amend the article by changing the Highway personnel salary as follows:

Superintendent salary to $82,965.07
Foreperson salary to $67,255.45

This changes to the final Highway department budget to $407,379.54

The moderator called for a voice vote. The amendment passed unanimously.

- A motion was made by Pam Brown and seconded by Jim Brodeur to amend the
article by revising the amounts allocated to the "Materials" and "Expenses" line
items from those originally presented in the library budget, as follows:

Material to $7,180.00
Expense to $5956.56

The moderator called for a voice vote. The amendment passed unanimously.

The final article budget amount being voted on is $1,218,890.57.

The moderator called for a voice vote. The amended article passed unanimously and
was declared adopted.
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ARTICLE 20 - TRANSFER FUNDS TO FY27 OPERATING EXPENSES

The motion was made by Katherine DiMatteo and seconded Michele Giarusso to see
if the Town will vote to appropriate and transfer a total of $39,924.91 from the
following Special Fund accounts in order to defray FY27 operating expenses for the
town or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.

- From the Building Needs Study account the sum of $31,289.81
- From the Town Hall Stage Curtain Repair account, the sum of $2,325.10
- From the Repair Town Office Roof account, the sum of $6,310.00

The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously and was
declared adopted.

ARTICLE 21 - MLP OPERATING BUDGET

Prior to the discussion and vote on this article, the Moderator temporarily stepped
down from the chair. Katherine DiMatteo served as Moderator for the consideration
and vote on the article. '

The motion was made by Jack Golden and seconded by Sharon Fontaine to see if the
Town will vote to recommend that the following sums be appropriated and
approved to operate the Leyden Municipal Light Plan (MLP) Enterprise Fund:

MLP Budget
Expenses $170,152
Wages 18,650
ISP 161,642

Total Expense $350,426

Revenue
Internet and phone 350,426
Total Revenues $350,426

The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously and was
declared adopted.

ARTICLE 22 - BROADBAND LOAN PAYMENT FROM FREE CASH
The motion was made by Jack Golden and seconded by Sharon Fontaine to see if the

Town will vote to transfer from Free Cash $25,758 to pay down broadband debt, or
take any votes or votes in relation thereto.

The moderator called for a voice vote. The article passed unanimously and was
declared adopted.

ARTICLE 23 - BROADBAND LOAN PAYMENT FROM MLP RETAINED
EARNING
The motion was made by Jack Golden and seconded by Emily Yazwinski to see if the

Town will vote to appropriate and transfer $120,118.00 from MLP retained
earnings to pay down broadband debt or take any vote or votes in relation thereto.
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